What | wish | knew in law school

Midway through their articling terms at LAWPRO we asked Raymond
Ashurov and Rahim Andani to reflect on their law school experiences
and how they relate to their early working experiences.

Keep an open mind

Many students enter law school with a
preconceived plan of courses and the area
of law in which they want to practice upon
graduation. Both Raymond and Rahim said
that this is one of the most common errors
that new law school students make. Without
experiencing a variety of courses, students
cannot be certain which area of law most
interests them. Raymond shares how an
assignment in a first year course changed
his outlook. “I entered law school thinking
I would do corporate transactional work
upon graduation. As part of my first year
legal research and writing course I completed
a mandatory moot. I was terrified and
thought I would hate it but it ended up
being the best experience I had in law school
and it generated my interest in litigation.”

Learn what works for you

At the beginning of law school, it is important
to learn how to best manage your time
and what study techniques produce the
best results. Rahim shares that it is not the
number of hours spent reading and studying
that lead to the best results but finding the
type of studying that works best for you. He
found attending every lecture and taking

detailed notes on the information the
professor highlighted got the best results
for him. Raymond adds that it is not only
important to manage the time spent com-
pleting readings and studying but to also
ensure a balance between academics and
personal life.

Extracurricular activities are important
— but don't rush into it

Working experience while at school can give
you a taste of the skills that will be most
practical. “I worked in a pro bono legal
clinic where I was able to carry my own case
files giving me the opportunity to represent
and advocate for clients on my own while
under the supervision of a seasoned lawyer,”
said Rahim. “It gave me the opportunity to
draft emails to the opposing party and have
them reviewed by my supervisor. Sometimes
they would rewrite the entire email, but each
time I would learn from their changes to
improve my writing for next time.” While
both Raymond and Rahim gained a lot of
practical skills and experience from their
extracurricular activities, Raymond advises
first year law students to focus on academics
and only participate in one or two extra-
curricular activities until they settle into
law school.

Want to know more?
Plug in to helpful resources from LAWPRO

Learn how to read cases

In law school, it can seem nearly impossible
to complete all the required readings. Raymond
stresses the importance of learning to read
with the point of the case in mind to avoid
getting bogged down by all the details. This
is a skill that he says has also been very
important during articling when he was
required to read multiple cases to write a
memo on a deadline.

Not all law school stereotypes are true

Law school has a reputation for encouraging
competition but both students noted that
this was not completely true. Rahim stated
that many students he knew did not enjoy
the competitive nature of some aspects of
law school such as on-campus interviews
but it is something that every student needs
to learn to manage. Of course, every student
wants to achieve academic success but in
Raymond’s experience students were often
eager to support each other and work together.
Knowing how to work well with colleagues
can be a real strength in the workplace. =

Sarah Van Schepen is Communications
Coordinator at LAWPRO.

We at LAWPRO hope you enjoy this issue of the student edition of LAWPRO Magazine.

Did you know that LAWPRO Magazine is published several times a year? Each issue contains practical information
that can help you establish a well-managed practice and avoid claims. If you'd like to subscribe (it's FREE for law
students and articling students!) send a request by email (communications@lawpro.ca).

Remember — practicepro.ca/newlawyers is a web page devoted specifically to the concerns of lawyers new

to practice.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions, we'd love to hear from you.
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